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Preparing for a Major Disaster (1)
Para prepararse contra los grandes desastres naturales (1)
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Heard at the scene of a natural disaster:

“I never thought that it would happen here”

Lo que se dice en las zonas afectadas por los desastres
naturales:

“/Es increible! Nunca hubiera imaginado que aqui
ocurriria un gran desastre.
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It is said that disaster strikes the moment we forget about it. The Great East Japan Earthquake reminded us
of this saying. It has been 8 years since that disaster. ~ Japan has learned a lot about disaster prevention and
is working on further disaster prevention measures. Across Japan in 2018, there were many natural disasters
such as earthquakes, typhoons, heavy rains and extreme heat resulting in countless victims. Many of these
victims suffered from lack of water and electricity due to damage to the infrastructure. Saitama City has
never been hit by a big disaster in the past, so it seems that many people think, "This is a safe, disaster-free

city," or "Nothing bad is going to happen in this city."

Natural disasters cannot be stopped. It is therefore important to think of countermeasures on a daily basis so

that our country and local governments can disseminate disaster information and minimize the damage.

*  The people who can help you the most are not faraway
relatives; They are the people right next you.

Well prepared means no worries.

*Stay in touch with your neighbors to help each other and exchange information.
*Join your neighborhood community association (and participate in emergency drills,
etc.), and in the case of a disaster, help out at evacuation areas

Stay updated on disaster information for each area via the city website.

Search Saitama City’s Hazard Maps N/ https://www.city.saitama.jp/001/011/015/002/003/index html

* Disaster Charts Use the maps to find out which public schools in Saitama City to evacuate
to depending on the type of disaster that occurs.
*Hazard Maps @ Flood Evacuation Maps
(English, Korean, and Chinese versions available)
@ Landslide Evacuation Maps
(@ Earthquake Evacuation Maps (@@® are in Japanese only)

Although it is difficult to prevent natural disasters, in the case of typhoons and torrential rains for
example, forecasts and other sources can tell us safe places to evacuate to in advance. Unfortunately, statistics
from 2018 show that few people who were warned to evacuate in advance of such events actually did so.

To live in Japan is to live under constant threat of a natural disaster, so:
e build a strong community that can offer support in an emergency

e prepare the items you will need in the event of an emergency (items differ depending on household)

e Find out where to evacuate to in the case of an emergency



