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Small Country, Great Nation: The Kingdom of Bhutan

~ Cultural Exchange through Soba~

Mini-Seminar
The Kingdom of Bhutan is not well known to most people. But when Japan was
stricken by the Great Tohoku Earthquake three and a half years ago, Bhutan
was the very first country to come to our aid with the Bhutan King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck and his family actually bringing the donation in person to
Fukushima. The lecturer was deeply moved by this heartfelt act of kindness and,
as an expression of gratitude, went to Bhutan and hosted a soba cultural
exchange event and is now seeking further exchange opportunities.

“Unique in everyway”

“Small and poor, but deserving of respect”
Focusing on these two themes, the lecturer will introduce the culture of Bhutan
and talk about h1s soba cultural exchange experlence there
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Date/Tlme September 20 (Sat) 2014 13:30—15:30
Venue: Saitama Toursim & International Relations Bureau International Exchange Center Puratto Salon

(Comunale/Parco, 9F, in front of the East Exit of Urawa Stn.)
Entry Fee: Free!

Max Seating: 30
Lecturer: Chikato Hirabayashi

Originally working at a trading company, one day he discovered the joy of making soba, made it his hobby, and
through it, gained a deeper knowledge of Japanese culinary tradition. He is the leader of such organizations as
the Edo Sobalier Association, LeChic Chapter, Unan Section, Maniguruma Research Group, Agricultural
Support Team and, together with his associates, is engaged in extensive research on soba history and culture,
starting with the cultivation of the buckwheat from which soba is made.

[Contact / Sign-Up]
The Saitama Tourism and International Relations Bureau  International Exchange Center
Puratto Salon (East Exit of Urawa Stn: Comunale 9F above Parco)
TEL: 048-887-1506 FAX: 048-887-1505 E-mail: iec@stib.jp

Sign-Up| [Mini-Seminar, September 20)

2 You can also sign up by phone or email. Deadline: (Registration open until seating limit reached.)
Name TEL:
(Mobile:)
address Saitama City ( -ku) | Other Info:
Elsewhere ( City * ku)







